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The Carols At The Capitol Story 

Carols at the Capitol are public Christmas carol sing-a-long events held at places of 

government such as state capitols, city halls and courthouses where all are welcome who want 
to sing Jesus-centered carols. We gather casually and unify our voices as one to touch the heart 
of the God we love.  Through our Christmas carol worship, we welcome Him more into our 
lives and government.  Since inception in 2013, events are held every 2nd Saturday in 
December. 

On the night of August 14, 2013, Andrea O’Brien of Danville, CA had a supernatural experience 
where the Lord impressed upon her that He wanted His courtyards entered with praise. At 
first, Andrea did not understand. She worshiped God regularly.  She did enter His spiritual 
courtyards with praise. What did He mean? The Lord repeated His message, but this time 
simultaneously gave her an inner picture of the California State Capitol’s rotunda where she 
had just been that morning standing up against legislation which was not God-honoring. He 
was asking to be worshiped there. When she inquired how to do this given a political climate 
which could be very anti-Christian, the Lord impressed her He wanted to be worshiped with 
Christmas carols at places of government.  In return, if she would do this for Him, He promised 
a righteous leader.  Himself.  

The next morning Andrea met with longtime friend and prayer partner Elizabeth Fulgaro to 
discuss this new assignment from the Lord. As they worshiped and praised God for His new 
plan in the little Danville office that morning, the Lord expanded the vision that this Christmas 
carol worship was not to occur just at California’s state capitol. It would be a national, then 
international day of worship. At Elizabeth’s urgent suggestion, Andrea connected with Maryal 

Boumann, Director of Pray California. Maryal immediately saw the importance of Carols at the 
Capitol not just in California, but annually at capitols and places of government around the 

USA and ultimately around the world.  Eventually she would help connect Andrea with other 
like-minded believers for events in other locations, especially through National Day of Prayer, 
but for now the focus needed to be California.  Andrea, Maryal and Elizabeth became a three-

person leadership team to walk out the Lord’s plan.  Carols at the Capitol was born. 

The inaugural Carols at the Capitol was held December 14, 2013 in Sacramento, CA.  Since then 

every year events occur in varying locations always facilitated by local volunteers.  Carols at the 
Capitol events are not performances with an audience. They are sing-a-longs where everyone 

who comes is an important part of the choir.  In addition, we elevate Jesus.  It is not a platform 
for celebrity for any person. The number who gather is not what is important, but the childlike, 
seeking, sincere hearts with which we come.   

Carols at the Capitol remains fully volunteer.  There is no fund-raising and no one involved is 

compensated. Carols at the Capitol also assumes no liability for anything or anyone who 

facilitates or attends an event.   
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Carols at the Capitol events focus on well-known, traditional Jesus-centered Christmas carols 

so that Christ is glorified and all who come can easily sing along.  In addition, in order to 

comply with copyright laws, all songs are to be public domain or with explicit written 

authorization of the holder of the song’s copyright.  All songs in this booklet meet Carols at the 

Capitol criteria.  The list is not comprehensive.  Composer Elizabeth Fulgaro gives permission for 

“Christmas Bells Call To Worship” to be used at Carols At The Capitol events.  It has been used as the 

Carols At The Capitol theme song since its inaugural year in 2013.   

Thank you for your interest in the Carols at the Capitol Christmas worship movement!  If you 

are interested in learning more or how to facilitate an event, visit our Facebook page or email 
carolsatthecapitol@gmail.com.   Merry Christmas! Glory to our King who came as the Baby and 
is coming again! 
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Christmas Bells Call to Worship 
by Elizabeth Burgard Fulgaro © 2013 

ASCAP Elizabeth Fulgaro/Play the Low Publishing 
  

Christmas bells call to worship You 
To leave all behind for You’re worthy 

Bells declare and celebrate You came 

And Jesus You are coming again. 

 

Christmas bells call to worship You 
To seek till You’re found for You’re worthy. 

Bells declare and celebrate You came 

And Jesus You are coming again. 

 

Christmas bells call to worship You 
To bow and adore for You’re worthy 

Bells declare and celebrate You came 

And Jesus You are coming again. 

 

Christmas bells call to worship You 
To give You our hearts for You’re worthy 

Bells declare and celebrate You came 

And Jesus You are coming again. 

 

Christmas bells call to worship You 
To revere You as Lord for You’re worthy 

Bells declare and celebrate You came 

And Jesus You are coming again. 

 

Christmas bells call to worship You 
To go forth in joy for You’re worthy 

Bells declare and celebrate You came. 

And Jesus You are coming again. 

 

Christmas bells call to worship You 
To tell all the world You are worthy 

Bells declare and celebrate You came 

And Jesus You are coming again. 

 

 

#1 

Angels from the Realms of Glory 
words by James Montgomery, 1816 

music by Henry Smart,1867 

Traditional Carol Public Domain 

Angels from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

Now proclaim he Messiah’s birth. 

 

CHORUS 

Come and worship, 

Come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King! 

 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

Watching o’er your flocks by night. 

God with man is now is residing, 

Yonder shines the infant light. 

 

CHORUS 

 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 

Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great desire of nations, 

Ye have seen His natal star. 

 

CHORUS 

 

Saints before the altar bending, 

Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

In His temple shall appear. 

 

CHORUS 
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#2 

Angels We Have Heard On High 
Words & music by Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958) 

Traditional French Carol Public Domain 

 

Angels we have heard on high, 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains 

And the mountains in reply 

Echo back their joyous strains. 

 

REFRAIN 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

Say what may the tidings be, 

Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

 

REFRAIN 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, our new born King. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

See within a manger laid, 

Jesus, Lord of heav’n and earth 

Mary, Joseph, lend our aid, 

With us sing our Savior’s birth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#3 

Away In A Manger 
Text: Source unknown stanzas 1, 2; 

stanza 3 John Thomas McFarland 

Music: James R.Murray 

Traditional Carol Public Domain 

 

Away in a manger,  

no crib for a bed 

The little Lord Jesus lay down  

His sweet head; 

The stars in the sky  

looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord asleep on the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing, 

the Baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus,  

no crying He makes; 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus,  

look down from the sky 

And stay by my cradle 

till morning is nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, 

I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever 

and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children 

in Thy tender care 

And fit us for heaven 

to live with Thee there. 
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#4 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
Words by Charles Wesley, 1745 

Music by Rowland Prichard, 1830 

Traditional Carol Public Domain 

 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus 

Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us, 

Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 

Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 

Born Thy people to deliver, 

Born a child and yet a king 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all sufficient merit, 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to 

proclaim freedom for the captives.  (Isa. 61:1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#5 

Coventry Carol 
Words by Robert Croo 1543 

English Melody 1591 

Traditional Carol Public Domain 

 

Lullay, Thou little tiny Child, 

By, by, lully, lullay. 

Lullay, Thou little tiny Child 

By, by, lully, lullay. 

 

O sisters, too, how may we do, 

For to preserve this day; 

This poor Youngling for whom we sing 

By, by, lully, lullay. 

 

Herod the King, in his raging, 

Charged he hath this day; 

His men of might, in his own sight, 

All children young, to slay. 

 

Then woe is me, poor Child, 

for Thee, 

And ever mourn and say; 

For Thy parting, nor say nor sing, 

By, by, lully, lullay. 
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#6 

The First Noel 
Music: W. Sandys’ “Christmas Carols”, 1833 

Traditional English Carol 

 

The first Noel the angel did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds 

in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay  

keeping their sheep, 

On a cold winter’s night 

that was so deep. 

 

REFRAIN 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 

The looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the east beyond them far, 

And to the earth, it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

And by the light of that same star 

Three wise men came from country far; 

To seek for a king was their intent, 

And to follow the star wherever it went. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, 

O’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 

And there it did both stop and stay, 

Right over the place where Jesus lay. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then entered in those wise men three, 

Full rev’rently upon their knee, 

And offered there in His presence, 

Their gold and myrrh, and frankincense. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

Then let us all with one accord, sing 

praises to our heavenly Lord, 

That hath made heav’n and earth of 

naught, 

And with His blood mankind hath 

bought. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

 

 

 

 

There were shepherds…in the fields…keeping 

watch over their flocks. (Luke 2:8) 
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#7 

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
Traditional English 18th Century Carol 

Public Domain 

God rest ye merry gentlemen,  

let nothing you dismay. 

Remember Christ our Savior  

was born on Christmas day; 

To save us all from Satan’s pow’r 

when we were gone astray. 

 

REFRAIN 

O tidings of comfort and joy,  

comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

In Bethlehem, in Israel, 

this blessed Babe was born. 

And laid within a manger  

upon this blessed morn; 

The which His mother Mary 

did nothing take in scorn. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

From God our heav’nly Father 

a blessed angel came; 

And unto certain shepherds brought 

tidings of the same; 

How that in Bethlehem was born 

the Son of God by name. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

“Fear not, then,” said the angel, 

“Let nothing you afright, 

This day is born a Savior 

of a pure Virgin bright, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To free all those who trust in Him from 

Satan’s power and might.”  

 

REFRAIN 

 

The shepherds at those tidings  

rejoiced much in mind, 

And left their flocks afeeding 

in tempest, storm and wind. 

And went to Bethl’em straight away 

this blessed Babe to find. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

But when to Bethlehem they came 

where our dear Savior lay, 

They found Him in a manger where 

oxen feed on hay; 

His mother Mary kneeling 

unto the Lord did pray. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

Now to the Lord sing praises  

all you within this place,  

And with true love and brotherhood 

each other now embrace; 

This holy tide of Christmas 

all others doth deface. 

 

REFRAIN 
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#8 

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
Words by Charles Wesley, 1739 

altered by G. Whitfield 1753 

Music by Felix Mendlessohn, 1840 

Traditional Carol Public Domain 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King.” 

 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored; 

Christ, the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come, 

Offspring of the Virgin’s womb: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail th’incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with men to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King.” 

 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Late and life to all He brings, 

Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King.” 

 

 

#9 

I Heard the Bells On Christmas Day 
Words by Henry W. Longfellow, 1863 

Music by Jean Baptiste Calkin, 1872 

Traditional Carol Public Domain 

 

I heard the bells on Christmas day 

Their old familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

 

I thought how as the day had come, 

The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along th’unbroken song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

 

And in despair I bowed my head:  

“There is no peace on earth,” I said, 

“For hate is strong, and mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men.” 

 

Yet pealed the bells more loud and 

deep: 

“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 

the wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good will to men.” 

 

Then ringing, singing on its way, 

The world revolved from night today— 

A voice, a chime, a chant subline 

Of peace on earth, good will to men! 

 

 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace. 

(Luke 2:14) 
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#10 

It Came Upon The Midnight Clear 
Words by Edmund H. Sears, 1846 

Music by Richard S. Willis, 1850 

Traditional Carol Public Domain 

 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth 

To touch their harps of gold; 

“Peace on the earth, good will to men, 

From heav’n’s all-gracious King!” 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing. 

 

Still thru the cloven skies they come  

With peaceful wings unfurled. 

And still their heav’nly music floats 

O’er all the weary world; 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

They bend on hov’ring wing; 

And ever o’er its Babel sounds 

The blessed angels sing. 

 

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, 

Whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the climbing way 

With painful steps and slow, 

Look now! for glad and golden hours 

Come swiftly on the sing: 

O rest beside the weary road 

And hear the angels sing. 

 

For lo, the days are hast’ning on, 

By prophets seen of old, 

When with the ever circling years 

Shall come the time foretold, 

When the new heav’n and earth shall 

own 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the Prince of peace their King, 

And the whole world send back the 

song 

Which now the angels sing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them. (Luke 2:9) 
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#11 

Joy To The World 
Words by Isaac Watts, 1719 

Music by George F. Handel, 1742 

Traditional Carol, Public Domain 

 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, 

and heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and heaav’n and nature 

sing. 

 

Joy to the earth!  the Savior reigns; 

Let men their songs emply; 

While fields and floods, 

rocks, fills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove. 

The glories of 

His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 

Bethlehem…, out of you will come for Me One 

who will be ruler over Israel.  (Mic 5:2) 

 

#12 

Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming 
Traditional German Carol  

“Geistliche Kirchengesäng”, Cologne 1599 

Public Doman 

 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 

From tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming 

As men of old have sung. 

It came, a Flower bright, 

amid the cold of winter, 

When half-gone was the night. 

 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, 

The Rose I have in mind;  

With Mary we behold it, 

The virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright 

She bore to men a Savior, 

when half-gone was the night. 

 

This Flower, whose fragrance tender 

With sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor 

The darkness everywhere. 

True man, yet very God, 

From sin and death He saves us 

And lightens every load. 

 

 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse. 

(Isa. 11:1) 
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#13 

O Come All Ye Faithful 
Latin Hymn by John Francis Wade, 1740 

Public Domain 

 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, 

O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold Him, 

born the King of angels! 

 

REFRAIN 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

Sing choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

O sing, all ye bright hosts 

of heav’n above! 

Glory to God, 

all glory in the highest! 

 

REFRAIN 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n; 

Word of the Father,  

now in flesh appearing! 

 

REFRAIN 

 
 

Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened.  (Luke 2:15) 

 

 

#14 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Text: 9th Century Latin Hymn; translated by John M. 

Neale, stanza 1,2, altered; Henry S. Coffin, stanzas 

3,4, altered; Music: adapted from Plainsong by 

Thomas Helmore.  Public Domain 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here, 

Until the Son of God appears. 

 

REFRAIN 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and 

cheer 

Our spirit by Thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

And order all things, far and nigh;  

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And cause us in her ways to go. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 

All peoples in one heart and mind; Bid 

envy, strife and quarrels cease, 

Fill all the world with heaven’s peace. 

 

REFRAIN 

 
The virgin will…give birth to a Son, and will 

call Him Immanuel. (Isa. 7:14) 
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#15 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Words by Phillip Brooks (1868-1893) 

Music by Lewis H. Redner (1868-1908) 

Traditional Carol Public Domain 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above they deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight. 
 

For Christ is born of Mary, 

And gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

Proclaim the holy birth! 

And praises sing to God the King, 

And peace to men on earth. 
 

How silently, how silently 

The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming, 

But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him still 

The dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem! 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in; 

Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell, 

O come to us, abide with us,  

Our Lord Emmanuel 

 

#16 

Silent Night 
Words by Joseph Mohr (1818) 

Music by Franz Gruber 

Traditional German Carol Public Domain  

 

Silent night, holy night, 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin, mother and Child. 

Holy Infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night 

Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born! 

Christ the Savior is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

They…found Mary and Joseph, and the Baby.  

(Luke 2:16) 
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#17 

We Three Kings of Orient Are 
Words & music by John H. Hopkins, 1857 

Traditional Carol Public Domain 

We three kings of Orient are: 

Bearing gifts we traverse afar— 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain- 

Following yonder star. 
 

REFRAIN 

O, star of wonder, star of night, 

Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain: 

Gold I bring to crown Him again, 

King forever, ceasing never 

Over us all to reign. 
 

REFRAIN 
 

Frankincense to offer have I: 

Incense owns a Deity nigh; 

Prayer and praising, all men raising, 

Worship Him, God on high. 
 

REFRAIN 
 

Myrrh is mine: its bitter perfume 

Breathes a life of gathering gloom— 

Sorr’wing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 
 

REFRAIN 
 

Glorious now behold Him arise: 

King and God and Sacrifice; 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Earth to heav’n replies. 

 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem…Magi from 

the east came.  (Matt. 2:10 

 

 

#18 

What Child Is This? 
Words by Willliam C. Dix, 1865 

Traditional English Melody, 16th Century 

Public Domain 

What Child is this, who laid to rest, 

on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

While shepherds watch are keeping. 

 

REFRAIN 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels 

sing: 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 

Why lies He in such mean estate 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, 

Come, peasant, king, to own Him; 

The king of kings salvation brings, 

Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

 

 

 
They spread the word concerning what had been 

told them about this Child.  (Luke 2:17) 
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#19 

We Wish You A Merry Christmas 
English Folk Song 

Traditional Carol Public Domain 

 

We wish you a Merry Christmas! 

We wish you a Merry Christmas! 

We wish you a Merry Christmas! 

And a happy New Year! 

 

CHORUS 

Good tidings we bring 

To you and your kin; 

Good tidings for Christmas 

And a happy New Year! 

 

We wish you a Merry Christmas! 

We wish you a merry Christmas! 

We wish you a Merry Christmas! 

And a happy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#20 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You 
Text:  Numbers 6:24-26 

Music: Peter C. Lutkin 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you, 

and give you peace, and give you peace; 

The Lord make His face to shine upon 

you, 

and be gracious unto you, be gracious, 

The Lord be gracious, gracious unto 

you. 

Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, 

Amen Amen 

 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you…and give you 

peace. (Num. 6:24, 26) 

 

 


